
Ferruccio Rossi-Landi, b. Mar. 1, 1921, Milan, Italy, d. May 5, 

1985, Trieste, Italy; philosopher, semiotician, who compared linguistic 

production to economic production on the basis of what he called the 

homological method.  

After having taught at various American universities, Rossi-Landi 

accepted the chair of Philosophy of History at the University of Lecce. In 

1977 he was appointed professor of Theoretical Philosophy at the 

University of Trieste. 

Following his pioneering monograph on C. Morris (1953), Rossi-

Landi (1961) defined ‘common speech’ as a theoretical construction 

(namely, as a set of communicative techniques found in all languages), 

rather than as an empirically observed real-life process. He further 

defined ‘common speech’ in terms of work. He applied categories from 

economics to general sign theory, invoking the homology between the 

production and circulation of commodities and the production and 

circulation of messages, seen as aspects of social communication and 

social reproduction. His theory of common speech became a theory of 

common semiosis (1972, 1974).  

Rossi-Landi sharply criticized the linguistic theories of E. Sapir 

and B.L. Whorf (1973). Considered essential to the study of signs, the 

concepts of ideology (interpreted as ‘social planning’) and linguistic 

alienation are central themes in (1978).  

In his later years, R. focused his attention on the relationship 

between social structure and social superstructure, achieved through the 

mediation of verbal and nonverbal sign systems. This relationship 

justifies a ‘semiotics of social reproduction’, the central theme of Rossi-

Landi’s last work (1985).  

Rossi-Landi elaborated such concepts as linguistic production, 

linguistic work and linguistic capital in social reproduction identifying 



homological relations with material production. As revealed by certain 

expressions now in use in everyday language such concepts are 

recognized as describing factors that are no less than fundamental in 

today’s social reproductive cycle. The expressions we are alluding to 

include ‘immaterial resource’, ‘immaterial capital’ and ‘immaterial 

investment’. Until quite recently material production and linguistic 

production, in the form of manual work and intellectual work, were 

conceived to be separate though related homologically at profound 

genetic and structural levels. The novelty is that in the world of global 

communication linguistic production and material production have come 

together and become one. With the advent of the computer in which 

hardware and software come together in a single unit the connection 

between work and material artifacts, on the one hand, and work and 

linguistic artifacts, on the other, has been evidenced unequivocally to the 

point that the superior capacity of linguistic work, which is ‘immaterial 

work’, is obvious (see R. 2002). In other words, linguistic work leads the 

processes of production and development. 

 

Rossi-Landi’s works 

– (1953) Charles Morris, Bocca, Milan.  

– (1954, ed.) C. Morris, Lineamenti di una teoria dei segni, new ed. S.  

Petrilli, Manni, Lecce 1999. 

– (1961) Significato, comunicazione e parlare comune, Marsilio, Padova  

(new ed., intr. A. Ponzio, Marsilio, Venezia 1998).  

– (1968) Il linguaggio come lavoro e come mercato, Bompiani, Milan: 

 (new ed., intr. A. Ponzio, 2003); E. trans.: Lang. as work and  

trade. A semiotic homology for linguistics. and economics, South  

Hadley, MA, 1983 (Sp. trans., Caracas, 1972; G. trans., München,  

1974; Brazilian trans.,  Sao Paulo 1985).  



– (1972). Semiotica e ideologia, Bompiani, Milan, (new ed., intr. A.  

Ponzio, 1994).  

– (1973a) Dialektik und Entfremdung in der Sprache, Frankfurt am Main. 

– (1973b). Ideology of linguistic relativity, The Hague.  

– (1974)  Linguistics and economics, The Hague.  

– (1975) Charles Morris e la semitica novecentesca,  Bompiani, Milan.  

– (1978) Ideologia, Isedi; 1982 Mondadori, Milan (new ed., intr. A.  

Ponzio, Meltemi, Rome 2005). E. trans. Marxism and ideology,   

Oxoford 1992. 

– (1985) Metodica filosofica e scienza dei segni, Bompiani, Milan (new  

ed., intr A. Ponzio,  2006).  

– (1992) Between Signs and Non-Signs, ed. S. Petrilli, Amsterdam.  

– 2002) “Il corpo del testo tra riproduzione sociale ed eccedenza”, ed. S. 

 Petrilli, Corposcritto, 2, 7-43.  

(2003) Scritti su G. Ryle e la filosofia analitica, ed. C. Zorzella, Il 

 Poligrafo, Padova. 

  

Literature: 

– (1994) Bernard, J.; Bonfantini, M. A.; Kelemen, J; Ponzio,,A. eds,  
 Readings su Ferruccio Rossi-Landi: semiosi come pratica sociale,  
 Edizioni Scientifiche Italiane Napoli,  
– Bianchi C. (1995) Su R.-L., Edizioni Scientifiche Italiane, Naples.  

– Caputo, C. (1996) Materia signata. Sulle tracce di Hjelmslev,  

Humboldt e R.-L., Levante Editori. Bari.  

– ECO, U. (1987) ”Whatever Lola wants. Rilettura di una rilettura”, in S.  

Petrilli, ed., Per F.-R. Il Protagora., 11-12, pp. 13-23.  

– Muzzioli, F. (2001) “Comunicazione e ideologia in R.-L.”, in: Id.,  

L’alternativa letteraria,  Meltemi, Roma, 155-82. 

– Petrilli S. ed. (1992) The corrispondence between Morris and R.-L.  

Semiotica, 8, 1\2, pp. 1-202.   



– Petrilli, S., ed. (2003-04) Lavoro immateriale. Athanor. Semiotica,  

filosofia, arte, letteratura, XIV, 7, Meltemi, Roma, 1-360.  

– Petrilli, S., Ponzio, A. (2005) “About R-L.”, in: Id., Semiotics  

Unbounded, Toronto University Press, Toronto, 252-302.  

– PONZIO, A. (1988) R.-L. e la filosofia del linguaggio, Adriatica, Bari.  

A. P. 


